
Newsletter – July 2010

We are just over the half-way point in the season and to keep everyone updated this newsletter will focus on the season so far and upcoming events.

This week-end!

Saturday July 24 – Sponsor and VP tea at the 1st X1 game v. Oxford Downs sponsored by Clark Howes

Sunday July 25 – Charity Day

Buckingham Town CC will host their annual charity six-a-side cricket competition and fun day. In addition to the cricket – played in 30 minute matches with 20/20 atmosphere and music - there will be plenty to do for everyone with stalls, bouncy castle, net games for the juniors, a junior hour between rounds, and wine tasting (provided by Buckingham Fine Wines Shop). There will be six teams playing in two groups before the finals. The Dipalee, one of the club’s main sponsors and sponsor of the day, will be providing a range of Indian cuisine and the club during the ‘lunch and junior hour’ and the club will provide a barbeque and other refreshments throughout the day.                   It should be a really fun day and all are invited to come along and enjoy the activities.                        There will be a silent auction to raise money for the supported charities – CRY (Cardiac Risk in the Young), The British Heart Foundation and Leukaemia Research. There are already some wonderful lots including an England Rugby shirt signed by Lawrence Dalaglio, a Sussex T20 shirt signed by their squad, a Samsung mobile phone donated by Virgin, signed kit donated by Graham Swann, two Aston Martin sweaters, an Ireland world T20 signed cricket bat, a bottle of House of Commons wine donated by John Bercow, a place on any Reed Learning 2 day training course, coaching lessons for batting and bowling, furniture, England World T20 signed photo, golf club MOT & lesson, meals at the Dipalee & Prego, signed photo of Sir Steve Redgrave and many more.                                                           The day is for good causes, will have some good entertainment and there is plenty to do. 

Join us at the Bourton Road Ground at any time from 10.00am onwards.

Team News:

1st X1 – a solid first few games but recent poor batting performances and under par fielding means we are now playing for confidence to take into next season and will seek to win as many of the remaining games as possible and to finish as high in the table as we can. The team will seek performance improvement and look to generally improve the collective ‘team’ performance.
Leigh Tomlinson has represented the full Buckinghamshire Minor County Side and Jonny Cater the Oxfordshire Academy side. Josh Nix has played for the Buckinghamshire Under 17s.

2nd X1 – A very promising first half sees the team within one win differential of a promotion spot and very much still in the hunt.  We have been somewhat inconsistent but hope to pick up momentum and improve on this aspect to generate the points needed.
3rd X1 – The 3rd X1 are also very much still in the hunt for promotion. Without bureaucratic nightmare and, we feel, a totally unfair reversal of the 25 points we gained in the opening game we would now be leading the table. Even if we were docked the points the gifting of them to Didcot is beyond understanding! They held on for a draw in the return fixture.  In the second half we will hope to convert winning draws into outright wins and overcome the stubborn defences of some of the more negative sides we have played. The league playing regulations are simply not encouraging the type of cricket they intend.
Sunday Sides: We have struggled to get two competitive teams out on Sundays and have decided that next season we will not play league cricket. We will seek quality friendlies and when the side is away we will play girls matches and junior games over 30-40 overs against the stronger sides in the county.

Junior update:

Under 10s
Friday evenings have been going well with a good number now learning the game.



The U10A team (Wizards) remain unbeaten in the shires league and we are confident that they can retain their title.  Albert Johnson and Adam King have represented Bucks County U10s and Albert Oswald is the captain of the Northants U10s side.  The U10B team finished off their season with a fantastic win over Cublington the league winners.
Under 11s
The U11 team reached the q/f of the Bucks cup where they snatched defeat from the jaws of victory at Winslow.  Three U11s have represented the county side this year: Olly Plummer-Clark, Brandon Lee and Joseph Bowden.
Under 12s
Undefeated in the league for the 3rd year in succession.  The U12A team was crowned Division 1 North Champions.  In the semi-final they were beaten by a very strong Gerrards Cross team.  Jordan Helps has represented the county U12 team.  The U12B team is slowly developing with major improvements in the batting, most notably Matt Gilder, Jordan Tavener and Luke Glynn.

Under 13s
The team finished runner up in their league and lost to a strong Chesham side in the semi-final.  The U13s should take heart from their performance in that s/f and build on it and take forward confidence for next season. 
Under 14s
A second place finish in the league was an excellent result.  A similar pattern to other teams from the club saw the U14s knocked out in the s/f against Chesham.  
Under 16s
Exam commitments have restricted the U16s matches so far.  The batting has been dominated by Josh Hill and new recruit Nick Cadman (both county players) with Frank Johnson leading both the team and the bowling attack with some menace!  Harry Martin has played for the County under 15 side. It is great to see so many of the U15/16s representing the club in Saturday and Sunday League cricket, with much distinction!
Upcoming events – Please put the following dates in the diary:
· Sunday August 22 – Ron Tompkins Memorial Game

· The Club Dinner/Summer Ball – Saturday September 11 – Details and table/ticket bookings can be found on the club noticeboard.
With holidays approaching we would ask that ALL PLAYING MEMBERS proactively provide their availability to team captains for both Saturdays and Sundays by the Tuesday ahead of the week-end.

We would encourage all non-playing members to join us at the club and support the sides as they play the remaining games.

